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Proper treatment of all animals is a part
of Islamic moral code and Arab culture.
Horses get special care and attention as they have been man’s
travel companion and partner in distress.
Concern for horse’s welfare is just
to listen to one’s own heart and soul. Please remember

to treat this marvellous breed with compassion.
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In all equestrian
sports the welfare of
the horse must be
considered paramount

At every level of equestrian sports
there are pressures on owners,
competitors, trainers and grooms
when preparing horses for events
and during the competition itslef.
Sometimes these pressures conflict
with the welfare of the horse. It
should be quite clear what is in the
best interest of the horse and what is
not. It is essential that the principles
of horse-mastership prevail at all
times so that the welfare of the horse
remains the paramount consider-
ation.

There are times when performance in a competition may need to come second to
the well-being of the horse. For example, in our modern world when commercial
interests can come above all else, there could be a temptation to push horses
beyond their capabilities or to use them in a way which is damaging to their health
or comfort. This must be resisted at all costs. Organisers and officials have a particu-
lar responsibility to avoid rules, events, programming, courses, venues and all situa-
tions whereby horses could be exploited. They should make sponsors aware of
such dangers.

The well-being of the

horse  shall  take
precedence over the
demands  of  all
interested  parties
and commercial
concerns




All  handling and

veterinary treatment
must ensure the
health and welfare
of the horse

The Owners and Persons Responsible for the animals must ensure that all those
who handle them are competent to maintain their health and welfare. Where treat-
ment other than first aid is required, a veterinarian should be consulted. The
person handling the horse and the veterinarian should not let pressure to
compete or to complete a competition lead to practices which are abusive, espe-
cially by the misuse of medication.

Both at home and at events, the
Owners and Persons Responsible
must ensure that their horses’ living
conditions are of the highest possible
standard.The provision of good quali-
ty feed and clean, plentiful water
supply are mandatory. Stables
should be of suitable proportions
and well ventilated. Hygiene and
sanitary conditions must be carefully
monitored to ensure that there is
minimal risk of infection or disease;
horses should be given a period of
rest, preferably at grass, during the
year. At events, the standard of
horse’s living conditionsis the respon-
sibility of the Organising Committee
and their Officials. Although it is also
the Organiser’s responsibility to set
safety standards, ultimately it is up to
the Person Responsible for the horse
to ensure its safety at all times.

The highest standards
of nutrition, health,
sanitation and safety
shall be encouraged
and maintained at all
times.




During transportation

adequate  provision
must be made for
ventilation,  feeding,
watering and
maintaining a healthy
envirionment

Horses can suffer stress during all forms of travel, exposing them to sickness and
infectious diseases, especially in extreme weather conditions. Stress can be alleviat-
ed in most cases by taking simple precautions:

* Having the horse transport mechanically checked, regularly disinfected, and
adequately ventilated;

* Providing regular access to food and water;

* Maintaning even temperature;

* Providing suitable rest periods.

The Person Responsible for the horse must ensure all these conditions prevail. He
or she is also responsible for ensuring that the driver is competent to transport
horses and if necessary is accompanied by an experienced handler.

Detailed information is contained in the FEI pamphlet’'Recommendations to Horse
Owners and their Representatives on the Transport of Horses’ published in May 1990.

National Federations are responsible
for providing rules and facilities for
training and education in all aspects
of horse care and equestrian sports.
Through the FEI's Development Assis-
tance Programme, National Federa-
tions are encouraged to seek help
from other Federations who may be
able to provide particular expertise.
In conjunction with itsmember Feder-
ations and other organisations (like
the ILPH), the FEI promotes scientific
studies in equine health. Results are
available to National Ferderations
who are responsible for their distribu-
tion.

Emphasis should be
placed on increasing
educationinequestri-
an practices and on
promoting scientific
studies in equine
health




In all equestrian sport, at every level, the ability of a horse’s partner has a direct bearing on its well-being and
performance. While it is most important that the horse be athletically trained for the purposes for which it is
being used, it is equally important that the rider or driver is also suitably fit and competent for that purpose.
In this way the human partner is better able to assist the horse to perform to the best of its ability, whereas
an unfit or inept partner is liable to hinder it. The quality of horsemanship is particularly important when a
decision to stop or continue competing may involve a risk for the safety of the horse.

In the interest of the
horse, the fitness
and competence of
the rider or driver
shall be regarded
as essential.

At all times when a horse is being
trained or used in competition, its
physiological and psychological
make-up should be considered. It is
important to take into account how
the horse’s body works and how its
mental attitude and fitness affect its
performance. At no time should
equipment such as whips, spurs and
bits be used in such a way as to cause
pain or injury, nor should abusive
methods of training such as rapping
or hypersensitization be allowed.

All  riding  and
training methods
should take account
of the horse as a
living creature and
must not include any
technique considered
by the FEI fto be
abusive




National  federations
must establish adequate
controls in order that
all persons and bodies
under their jurisdiction
respect the welfare of
the horse

National Federations are responsible
forensuring thattheirrulesandregula-
tions adequately safeguard the
welfare of horses, not only during
competitions but also in all places
under their jurisdiction where horses
are trained and stabled. The rules for
the promotion of Riders and Officials
are very important in this context. All
these rules must be rigorously
enforced by a suitable judicial system
so that disciplinary action can be
taken against those who transgress
them. Where possible, the rules and
regulations should mirror those of the
FEI.

The rules of national competitions, by
being similar to those of the FEI, should
ensure that the same high standard of
care and welfare apply. As equestrian
sports develops, it is important that
these rules are regularly reviewed so
that the demands made on horses are
not increased. Regulations must be
introduced to counteract any practice
which is contrary to the welfare of the
horse.

National and interna-

tional rules must be
strictly adhered to. In
competition and
during training, such
rules shall be regular-
ly reviewed.
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